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It’s no surprise that typical daily water use more than triples in the summertime.
However, other significant factors impact water consumption. Many residents
want to keep their landscapes as healthy and green as possible in hot and dry
weather conditions. As a result, overwatering through automatic underground
lawn irrigations systems significantly escalates water use.
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The good news is that there are many ways to monitor water use while saving
money on your water bill. Most lawns require only one inch of water per week.
Daily watering is not necessary, and too much water can actually cause more
harm than good. To minimize water loss through evaporation, avoid irrigating
during windy days and when temperatures are the highest.

Community News

District to Replace Beacon Hill Water Tank

After careful review and expansive community outreach, the
Port Washington Water District will move forward with the
engineer’s recommendation to replace the elevated tank.
This is the best and most cost-effective option to ensure that
customers continue to receive an uninterrupted supply of the
highest quality water possible.

“As the tank replacement project progresses in the coming months,
we will continue to supply the community with information each
step of the way,” said PWWD Commissioner Peter Meyer. “Making
sure residents are informed and know what to expect during each
stage of construction helps everyone.”
A special section within the PWWD website will provide information
on the latest developments with the Beacon Hill Water Tank project.
To learn more, visit www.pwwd.org/projects_beacon.

Replacing this vital piece of aging infrastructure with one that
meets today’s stringent safety and structural standards will help
ensure the sustainability of our water supply system for decades
to come. The evaluation process was conducted with meticulous
consideration of all scientific and community factors beginning
with studies by two independent engineering firms, both of which
recommended replacement.

A Word to the Wise.
Water Wisely!

Current Water Tank
at Beacon Hill.

Rendering of New,
Proposed Water Tank.

Now is the perfect time to develop good habits and simple practices that will
promote the efficient use of our vital drinking water supply. Outdoor water
sustainability is simple, effective and makes sense. Conservation starts with you
and your lawn. Saving water today will ensure an abundant supply now and
well into the future.
                                            
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) recognized PWWD
as a leading municipality when it comes to sustainability, and has recently
partnered with the District in planning stages to further conservation concepts
and education on Long Island.

Here are a few tips to achieve our
15% water conservation goal:
Don’t Overwater: Limit watering of shrubs and
vegetation to two hours a day on alternate days
rather than every day.

Did you know?

Follow The Law: Nassau County Ordinance
prohibits lawn watering between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m.

Typical daily average residential water use on Long
Island is approximately 140 gallons per person!
In summer, daily average water usage more than
TRIPLES!

Observe Watering Days: Odd numbered homes
water on odd numbered days. Even numbered
homes water on even numbered days.

The project is expected to take approximately 16 months to
complete with on-site construction lasting about nine months.
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PWWD Sets 15% Conservation Goal
As temperatures rise during warm weather months, outdoor water consumption
increases dramatically. Whether it’s watering lawns, landscapes or gardens, you
can have a lot of control over the amount of water you use every day – and how
much you can save. By working together, we can move closer to achieving our
conservation goal and to helping sustain our most precious natural resource.

Business Hours:
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., weekdays

For almost 100 years, the Beacon Hill Water Tank has served the
Port Washington community well, but Father Time and Mother
Nature have taken a toll, and the tank has now reached the end
of its useful life.

Water Conservation Starts at Home

Use Low-Cost Technology: Install smart
controllers and sensors on lawn irrigation systems
that will automatically adjust water usage.

PWWD pumped approximately
1,490,715,000 gallons of water in 2015!
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Employee News

PWWD Welcomes Paul J. Granger, P.E. as New Superintendent
When the search began to
hire a new superintendent
to replace the retiring Italo
“Tal” Vacchio, the District
was was hoping to find a
candidate who possessed
extensive water knowledge
and experience working
with complex water
delivery systems. The
District certainly found
the right person for the
job in Paul J. Granger, P.E.

A Levittown resident, Mr. Granger brings more than 28 years
of experience in both the private and public sectors to Port
Washington. Mr. Granger is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of the District’s water supply system and oversees
a staff of 15 employees.
“While it’s sad to see Italo retire after such a distinguished career
in public service, we could not have found a more qualified person
than Paul Granger to replace him as our new Superintendent,” said
Port Washington Water District Chairman David Brackett. “Paul’s
experience and vast knowledge of both water distribution and
engineering present an incredible asset for the District and the
customers we serve.”

Mr. Granger began his career with H2M Architects and
Engineers as a staff engineer in 1998. After eight years in that post,
he was hired as Superintendent of Engineering and Business for
the Plainview Water District and served in that post for 11 years.
In 2007, he rejoined H2M as the Department Manager of Water
Resources Planning and Development and was later promoted to
Vice President.
“I’m very excited for this opportunity to return to the public sector
and to serve as the new Superintendent,” Mr. Granger commented.
“Each water district on Long Island has to confront a unique set of
challenges for ensuring a high-quality water supply. I’m looking
forward to applying the knowledge I’ve obtained throughout my
career to further the existing great work realized by the District and
to continue safeguarding the water supply for our consumers.”
Mr. Granger is a graduate of Polytechnic
University and is a licensed New York
State Professional Engineer and a Grade
IB Certified Water Plant Operator. In
addition to his education and certifications,
Mr. Granger is a member of the American
Society of Civil Engineers, National Society
of Professional Engineers, Long Island
Water Conference and the American
Water Works Association.

Thank You, Mr. Vacchio
Not many people can say they had a career that spanned five decades, but Italo “Tal”
Vacchio can, and he did it with pride. Tal began his career with the Westbury Water
District in 1965 as a water servicer and moved on to water plant operator. In 1974, he
was appointed Assistant Superintendent and then in 1980, to Superintendent, a position
he held until 2002. Tal then took the Superintendent job at the Port Washington Water
District in 2002, where he remained until his recent retirement.

Tal and his wife, Jane, plan on spending more time with their daughters, Karen
and Susan; son-in-law, Court and grandsons, Andrew, Chris and J.J.

Commissioner News

David Brackett Re-Elected as Water Commissioner
Congratulations to David Brackett on his re-election as Water Commissioner of
Port Washington Water District. A life-long resident of Port Washington, David has
proudly served the community as a Water Commissioner for the past 24 years and
as Chairman for the last three years.

Congratulations are in order for Port Washington resident
Emma Feldman. The Paul D. Schreiber High School senior
was named one of 300 national semifinalists out of 1,750
entrants from over 512 high schools in the prestigious 2016
Intel Science Talent Search. Ms. Feldman created membranes
from polystyrene, the main component in Styrofoam and
used them to filter saltwater.
Emma is currently conducting an internship with the
District. She is compiling and analyzing precipitation and
water pumpage data from 1992 through 2015 that included
total precipitation, summer precipitation, yearly pumpage,
warm month pumpage (May – September) and cold month
pumpage (January – April and October – December).
She also reviewed irrigation technology (controllers and
smart sensors), native drought resistant grasses and
landscaping and drip irrigation.
Emma with be attending Northwestern University this fall
and plans to study chemical engineering.

Water Commissioner Mindy Germain, Emma Feldman
and Water Commissioner David Brackett.

Italo “Tal” Vacchio Retires After 51 Years of Dedicated Service

“Tal is the definition of a professional,” said Port Washington Water District Water
Commissioner Peter Meyer. “His dedication to the community he served is to be
commended, and we thank him for his tireless hard work over the years. While his
presence will be missed, we wish Tal the best of luck and a long, happy retirement.”

Local HS Senior Conducting
Research Project with PWWD

Be a Leak Detective
Finding a leak can be tricky, but with the help of advanced
technology, PWWD’s leak detection program throughout
the distribution system has been a banner campaign. Once
the program is completed, we anticipate saving thousands
of dollars while conserving our water supply!
Water Commissioners Peter Meyer, Mindy
Germain and David Brackett congratulate Italo
Vacchio on his recent retirement from PWWD.

You don’t need a magnifying glass to spot a leak in your
home, and spring is the ideal time to check your household
fixtures and irrigation systems for leaks. Not only will you
conserve precious natural resources, but you’ll also save
yourself money along the way.

Gaining Ground On
Long Island Drinking Water
PWWD Applauds New York State’s Commitment
to Fund Long Island Aquifer Study
Port Washington Water District applauds the efforts of Senator
Jack Martins and Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel in
obtaining $3.2 million for the Western Long Island study of the
aquifer system, which is the source for Long Island’s drinking
water. The money is part of $6 million committed by New York
State. Studying the aquifer system throughout Nassau and Suffolk
counties will help to determine the sustainability of a system
compromised by saltwater intrusion, toxic plumes, changes in
groundwater recharge and a projected rise in the sea level.
“Long Island’s water supply, particularly western Long Island,
has a host of issues that require further examination to determine
its sustainability,” said David Brackett, Chairman of the Port
Washington Water District’s Board of Commissioners. “By
investigating the issues facing our aquifer system now, we will
finally know if our pumping levels and well locations need
to be adjusted to ensure a continued supply of water for
decades to come.”
Earlier this year, the Western Long Island Aquifer Committee,
through Residents for a More Beautiful Port Washington, drafted
a letter to the New York State Legislature, which was cosigned
by PWWD and more than 75 additional water suppliers, elected
officials, environmentalists, scientists and civic associations. The
letter requested that funds be appropriated to study the current
conditions of Long Island’s aquifers.
“Applying scientific data and collaborating with our fellow water
districts, elected officials and civic organizations will enable us to
shape sensible policy initiatives, design responsible management
protocols and implement conservation measures as needed,” said
Mindy Germain, Port Washington Water District Commissioner
and Executive Director of Residents for a More Beautiful Port
Washington. “We are extremely pleased that New York State is
committed to providing the resources required to look into the
challenges facing Long Island’s water supply.”

The Facts on Leaks:
• Fixing easily corrected household water leaks can save
homeowners about 10% on their water bills!
• Household leaks can waste more than 1 trillion gallons
nationwide each year. That’s equal to the annual
household water use of more than 11 million homes!
• 10 percent of homes have leaks that waste 90 gallons
of water or more per day.
• Common leaks found in the home include worn toilet
flappers, dripping faucets and other leaking valves. All
are easily correctable.
Source: epa.gov
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Education & Science

New York State Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel and New York
State Senator Jack M. Martins.
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